
 

General Safety Measures to Re-Open the Church for Mass During Covid19 Times 

 

 

1. Parishioners are encouraged to NOT come to Mass when not feeling well. 

2. Elderly and health-compromised parishioners, as well as anyone who feels uncomfortable 

    coming to a larger weekend Mass, are encouraged to attend a daily Mass. 

3. All paper material, music books, prayer cards and other items that can’t easily be 

    cleaned will be removed from the pews and common spaces.  

4. Church spaces cleaned and sanitized before each Mass: 

    a. Pews, ambo, music area in the church and chairs used in the hall for additional seating 

    b. Common surfaces in the gathering space and sacramental office 

    c. Restrooms  

    d. Classroom area for money counters 

5. Hand sanitizer available in common areas.  

6. No holy water in the fonts. 

7. One person/family in the restroom at a time.  

8. Children’s Liturgy is suspended. 

9. Liturgical ministry schedule adjustments: 3 or 4 ushers to assist with greeting/seating/exiting, 

     one Eucharistic minister/no cup ministers, 0-1 server, and minimal number of money counters 

10. Liturgical ministers/volunteers will be contacted and asked to verify that they wish to serve 

       with new guidelines.  

11.Parish groups continue to meet virtually, as possible. Wearing masks is encouraged when  

      meeting in person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Precautions at Mass for Re-Opening During Covid19 Times 
 

 

1. All parishioners are encouraged to wear masks during Mass except when receiving 

    Communion. Masks will be available for those who would like one but didn’t bring one. 

2. Social distancing in the gathering space:  

    a. Ushers/greeters at outer door will welcome and offer assistance to parishioners as needed 

    b. No congregating in the gathering space. 

    c. No prayer before Mass with Father and liturgical ministers in the sacramental office.  

3. Social distancing in the church proper:  

    a. Every other pew is blocked off and will not be used for seating.  

    b. Ushers help seat people, as needed. 

        - families seated together; non-family individuals seated 6 feet apart.   

4. Social distancing in the hall – chairs set up with proper distancing for additional Mass seating. 

5. No server or only one server to assist Father.  

6. Cantor will sing but parishioners will NOT sing (because it is believed that singing spreads 

    the virus much like coughing); when needed, one time use song sheets will be distributed. 

7. Father and altar server will sanitize their hands when they first reach the altar. 

8. Lectors will sanitize their hands before touching book/microphone/materials. 

9. Cantor will lead from the music microphone to minimize touching the ambo 

    microphone/materials.  

10. Offertory baskets will not be passed – a box will be placed at the entrance to the church 

      proper so parishioners may drop offertory envelopes and other offering when arriving. 

11. Offertory gifts will not be brought forward. 

12. No handshakes (other than with family) for sign of peace.  

13. Only one Eucharistic minister to assist Father with Eucharist distribution and clean vessels 

      after Mass.   

14. No Communion cup. No Communion on the tongue. 

15. Social distancing at Communion:  

      a. Side aisles will be used to come forward and center aisle to return to pew. 

      b. Father and Eucharistic Minister will raise host, and recipient will bow head to 

          acknowledge. No words are exchanged.  

      c. Arms extended when receiving/distributing communion. 

16. Social distancing at Dismissal – parishioners wait to be dismissed by ushers. Ushers will 

      release each pew beginning in the back of church. Those seated in the Hall will be dismissed 

      by usher and will exit using center (north facing) door.   

17. No congregating in the gathering space.  Visiting welcomed outside the building with  

      social distancing. 


