ST. ISIDORE the FARMER CATHOLIC CHURCH
Growing Faith, Family and Friendship since 1961
Mass Times St. Isidore Springville
Weekend Mass: Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Daily Masses: Tuesdays & Thursdays @ 8:00 a.m.

Parish Theme: Return to Me and
Renew Your Spirit -Jeremiah 15:19a

December 4, 2021
The Second Sunday of Advent
Reading 1:
Responsorial:
Reading II :
Gospel:

Baruch 5:1-9
Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6(3)
Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11
Luke 3:1-6

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Confessions with Fr. Andrew available 30 minutes
prior to Saturday Mass (no appointment needed), or
request an appointment via e-mail @ DBQ137@
dbqarch.org, or contact Parish office @ 854-6141 or by
e-mail.
Mass Times St. John the Baptist Mt. Vernon
Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Rev. Andrew Awotwe-Mensah, Pastor
Email DBQ137@dbqarch.org 319-895-6246 @ St. John’s

Stewardship: Good stewards believe that God, who has begun this
good work in them, will carry it through to completion. In words and
deeds they can sing with the psalmist, “The Lord has done great things
for us, we are filled with joy!”

Cheryl Machovec Secretary/Bookkeeper
p 854-6141 FAX 854-7161 email stizzy@netins.net or
DBQ190SEC@dbqarch.org
Office Hours. Wed & Thurs 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Michele Loehr Coordinator of Religious Education
Ph 854-6141

Vocation view: John the Baptizer made ready the way of the
Lord. Who will make ready the way today?
(Luke 3:10-18)

email DBQ190RE@dbqarch.org

Theresa Pennington

Site Coordinator

P 854-6141 Tues & Thurs AM

Theresa Sundstrom Director of Music Ministry
e: DBQ190S@dbqarch.org

St. Isidore Religious Education Class

John Waldron

Finance Council Chair jjwaldron47@gmail.com
319-310-3151

Kindergarten-8th Grade
Wednesdays
6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
High School (9-12 grades)
Wednesdays
6:15 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Mike Gregoricka

Council Chair mike.gregoricka.csd@gmail.com
319-480-2319

Prayer Chain Contacts

Josh Sundstrom

Community Life Nukesundstrom@gmail.com
563-451-5929

Cheryl Machovec 329-5352 or cmachovec@netins.net

Richie Drake

Community Life rdrake@netins.net
319-480-7888

Barb Pederson

Council Secretary pedranch@aol.com
319-482-2055

A.J. Barry

Community Life Andrew.j.barry.14@gmail.com
319-329-6917

Melissa Janssen

Liturgy Committee mgerlach15@hotmail.com
321-0408

Michelle Gourley

Faith Formation gourleymichelle@gmail.com
319-431-5639

Yvette Moravec

Community Life
563-210-4532

Mike Courtney

Social Justice
319-462-6761

Marilyn Andersen

Faith Form.Chair lyleandmarilyn@gmail.com
319-854-7435

St. Isidore Pastoral Council

iamoravecfam@yahoo.com
mjcourtney1@outlook.com

603 6th St. South, PO Box 318, Springville Iowa 52336

Parish Office 854-6141 or stizzy@netins.net

Connie Sjostrom 270-3774 or sjostrom.connie@gmail.com

Mission
We, the parish of St. Isidore the Farmer, are dedicated to growing a life-long Catholic community. Believing in the Risen Christ, we are empowered by the
Holy Spirit to celebrate the Eucharist, to be nourished by the Word of God, and to serve the needs of
the local and worldwide community.

www.stisidorespringville.org

Advent Message From Father Andrew:
“All flesh shall see the salvation of God”
A unique feature of advent is its proclamation of the words of Isaiah: “Prepare the
way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled and every
mountain and hill shall be made low. The winding roads shall be made straight, and
the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” This
invitation to respond with and a decision to get ready to welcome the Lord who is
himself eager to enter our lives, society, and the world, set the tone for the great
expectation of Advent.
Isaiah enunciated these historic words to encourage and review the faith of the Israelites who were suffering from alienation and a connection with their own land; to
large extent, they felt lost and cut off from their God, religion and culture. Their
thoughts and sentiments come to light in the Psalm 137:1-4, “By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion...for there our captors asked us for
songs, our tormentors demanded songs of joy; they said, “Sing us one of the songs of
Zion! How can we sing the songs of the Lord while in a foreign land?”
Amid despondency and trepidation from disconnection with homeland on one hand
and a challenging future ahead, Isaiah’s words lighted up their spirits and prompted
them to look forward with a breadth of expectation.

Presented to us on the second Sunday of Advent, these words should provide us
with a spiritual telescope to view how God’s love is expressed towards us in our
daily experiences and blessings so that we can be hopeful. Along the same lines,
together with the entire Advent season, they should challenge us to examine habits
of the minds and bodies to see if we are faithfully preparing to meet Christ.
I relish the following lines by Elizabeth Barrett Browning: “Earth’s crammed with
heaven, and every common bush afire with God; but only he who sees, takes off his
shoes.” Isaiah assures us that all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Christ comes to
all of us. Advent, therefore, should provide all of us with the spiritual infrastructure,
the sharpening of our spiritual eyes to clearly see the cracks and the hills in our lives
that need attention and repairs.
The readings for this weekend shed light on the come-back character of Advent and
urge us to take a Christian walk towards a fruitful preparation and celebration of
Christmas. God loves us despite the multiple cracks in our lives and He wants to
assist us to fill them with prayer, positive relationship with Him and others.
In his book, After Heaven: Spirituality in America since the 1950s, the sociologist
Robert Wuthnow, observes that Americans are shifting from spirituality of
“dwelling” (relating to God in a sacred place like church) to a spirituality of
“seeking” (relating to God only in some moments to assure them of God’s presence). Because neither of this spiritual orientation is complete, Wuthnow offers an
authentic option “ a practice-oriented spirituality,” which requires that we intentionally engage in activities that deepen our relationship with God. Advent’s preparation
tenor reinforces this strand of spiritual response and maturity.

Reconciliation Opportunities There will be 3 Advent reconciliation
services scheduled in our deanery. All Saints will host one on Saturday, Dec. 11, and St. Pius will host one on Saturday, Dec. 18;
both will begin at 10:30 a.m. Because of the continuing COVID
pandemic, both will be General Absolution services. On Thursday,
Dec. 16, at 6:30 p.m., St. Ludmila will host a communal reconciliation service with traditional individual confessions. Please participate in the one you prefer.
Fr. Andrew will be available on Tuesday, December 22 at St. John
and Wednesday, December 23 at St. Isidore to hear confessions
from 12-4 p.m. and 6-8 pm. Confession also takes place 30
minutes before weekend Mass, and by appointment.

FORMED: If you have not already taken advantage of this on-line
platform, it’s not too late. Sign up is free to all St. John’s, St.
Isidore and Sacred Hearth parishioners. Go to “formed.org”. Use
zip code 52314.

ST. ISIDORE the FARMER CATHOLIC CHURCH

Religious Education: The Religious Education students and catechists were on
Thanksgiving break last week. We asked that they were thankful for:
Jayson– my family all over, food, my house, cars and God
Colt—my family, my house and God
Parker—my farm, and my baby bunnies
Beckett—Jesus and God
Ryan—my own room
Madelyn—clothes
Kelsey—shelters
Paige—sport and to be healthy
Karlie– family
Aria—shelter
Jack—family
Erin—job
Emmett—military service members
Landon—police
Cruz—friends
Vadie—family in heaven
Jackson—Santa and Christmas
McKinley—family and reindeer
Jess—the church and the kids in RE
Nicole—my health
5th, 6th, & 7th graders: family, life, good friends, food on the table, shelter,
parents, health, school, workers, America.
Thank you to the children that assisted with the ministries for the November Children's
Mass this past weekend; Kristofer Sundstrom (Sacristan and altar server), Renee Brecht
(greeter, usher, gift bearer), Ryan Brecht (greeter, usher, gift bearer), Beckett Greene (gift
bearer), Kalleigh Greene (first lector), Aria Unash (opening announcements, children's
choir and second lector), Alisyn Fah (petitions), Kathryne Sundstrom (psalmist and children's choir), Kjersten Sundstrom (children's choir) and Kaylin Sundstrom (children's
choir). Everyone did a great job! Thank you also to Katie, Kalleigh and Beckett Greene
and Nick Besler for lighting the first candle of the Advent Wreath.
STEWARDSHIP
ACH Payments 25th of Month & November 27, 2021
Adult & Youth
Offertory
Holy Day Donations
Christmas Flower Donations
Adult ACH Nov. 25th
Total Collected Week 22
YTD Collections Needed (22 wks)
YTD Collections Received (22 wks)
YTD Short
Thank You For Your Support!
Bldg. Fund ACH

Mass Intentions

December 2
December 4
December 7
December 9
December 11
December 14
December 16
December 18
December 21
December 23
December 24
December 25
December 28
December 30

January 1

Dan Mensen
Roy & Delphina Takes
Shirley Gilmore
Mike, Jimmy & David Rufer
Adrian Vaske
Adrian Vaske
Andrew Lorimer
Parishioners of St. Isidore
Welch Family

Dan & Virgie Domeyer

www.stisidorespringville.org

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

780.00
70.00
125.00
50.00
945.00
1,970.00
59,292.00
57,525.00
1,767.00

$

100.00

December Birthdays
St. Isidore Advent Program 2021continues this week at 4:00 p.m on
Sunday, December 12th. from 4-5 p.m. Each evening will include a
presentation on the Sacrament and sharing from some parishioners
about their lived experiences of the Sacraments. An opportunity of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be offered at the conclusion for
those who wish to stay. Note: There are Advent booklets and online
resource list sheets in the Gathering Space for your use in preparing . . .
The online resource list is also available on our parish webpage.
National Days of Prayer for Inclusion: December 3-5, 2021
Please join Catholic parishes and schools across the country in prayer
during the National Days of Pray for Inclusion of People with Disabilities and the Families Who Love Them. You will find the prayer on the
St. Isidore website Social Justice page.
The Christmas Flower donation form is available on the St. Isidore
website if you would like to participate. Donations for seasonal items
as well as poinsettia plants are funded through your generosity.

Angel Tag’s for Tanager Place:

The tags are here and in the
Gathering Space. Please take one (or more if you can) and return the
unwrapped gift with the tag attached by Saturday, December 11th.
You can include a gift bag or wrapping paper if you are able but leaving it unwrapped makes it easier for Tanager Place.

12/2…...Ripley Rowell
12/4…….Ann Lorenz, Paula Teubel
12/8…...Todd Fah, Teri Koppes, Luke Jones
12/11…..Al Meyer
12/12…..Eric Cizmadia
12/13…..John Kellerman
12/15…..Mya Gourley
12/16…..Curt Koppes
12/20…..Jeff Ward
12/25…..Deb Stockman-Eberling, Jacob Loehr
12/30…..Kian Sundstrom

December Anniversaries
12/2…..Todd and Shauna Fah
12/5…..Joe and MaryJo Wagner, Father Andrew Ordination
12/6…..David and Elaine Shaw, Dale and Sarah Stolte
12/27…Dan and Barb Pederson
12/30…Dean and Pat Rector

Feed the Hungry: We will chose our December recipient at the December 6th Social Justice meeting. Bring your items in your reusable
cloth bag and unload them in the totes/plastic bags by the cabinet in the
Hall. Retain the cloth bag for reuse the next time. Information on the
items needed can be found on the Social Justice page of the parish website as well as on the cabinet in the hall.
St. Isidore Social Justice Commission
Formed If you haven’t checked out the parish’s subscription to
“Formed”, Advent is a great time to take a look! It is full of Catholic
videos and books for adults and even Catholic cartoons and Saint Stories for children. In this age of YouTube, Netflix, Prime Video and
every subscription under the sun, Formed is a breath of fresh air. I must
warn you that your young children will probably cry for Power Rangers
and Stinky and Dirty instead, like my own children did at first. It
helped when I set aside a certain hour a week for “Catholic cartoons”
and soon my kids fell in love! My 2½-year old’s favorite shows are
Lukas and Benjamin Cello. My middle school kids enjoy listening to
the Saint Audio stories called “Truth to Inspire”. For your own reading,
check out the book “The Year and Our Children” by Mary Reed Newland that is about Catholic family traditions throughout the year.
By: Theresa Sundstrom
STO Donate $1 to the STO and you’ll get back 75 cents! A donation to
the Our Faith School Tuition Organization is that simple. For every
dollar you donate, you receive 3/4 of your donation back in an Iowa
income tax credit. Check with your tax professional on how this could
work for you. Tax Credits for 2021 are only available until December
31st. Help Catholic school families with tuition assistance and help
yourself with a tax credit For questions, visit: www.ourfaithsto.org or
call Deacon Brian Zeman, Our Faith STO Director at 563-556-2580
x296.

Mass from the St. Isidore YouTube channel is available as a
link on the St. Isidore website. Mass is also played on the
Springville Cable channel 11 on Mondays, or Tuesday if
Monday is a holiday.
Adoration after Mass on the Thursday before the 1st Friday
of each month. Please join us on the Thursday before the 1st
Friday each month immediately after 8 am daily Mass for a 30minute Adoration. The next one will be on Jan. 6th.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Confessions with Fr. Andrew 30
minutes prior to Saturday Mass (no appointment needed), or
request an appointment by e-mail @ DBQ137@dbqarch.org,
or contact Parish Office with your request.
Baptism Catechesis:
Baptism catechesis will be by
appointment
only
due
to
Covid.
Please contact Cheryl in the parish office, 319-854-6141, for
more information, to pick up a packet and to schedule an appointment with Fr. Andrew.

Visit the Catholic Charities website for more information on serving
our Afghan Neighbors at Fort McCoy and helping families avoid
homelessness within the Archdiocese of Dubuque. Visit https://
www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/
FOR BULLETIN ENTRIES

Contact

Connie

by

Wednesday

Follow us on Facebook
https://www.dbqarch.org/
stisidorespringville/
at

Noon.

|

319 -270-3774

|

Debra K. Oldham,
DDS
Joslyn Slater,
DDS
Complete Family
Dentistry

www.anamosadental.com

Mass Volunteers for Saturday December 11, 2021 @ 5:00 pm
Greeters: John Roberts

Eucharistic Minister: Michele Loehr

Accepting New
Patients

Musician Schedule
Saturday Dec 4 Men’s Choir
Saturday Dec 11 Women’s Choir

Dean Rowell
Commentator: Sacristan

Video Assistant: Jeff G. or John R.

Saturday Dec 18 Mixed Choir

Servers: Connor Sweet

Treasury Assistants: Michelle Gourley
Dean Rowell

Friday Dec 24

Gifts: Ryan Sweet Family

Contact Theresa Sundstrom
at DBQ190S@dbqarch.org if you
would like to be on the Choir email
list for rehearsal times!

Lectors: Lisa Hackenmiller
Jill Rowell
Children’s Liturgy: Mary LaGrange, Leader

Elaine Jacobson, Co-Leader

ST. ISIDORE the FARMER CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mixed Choir

Saturday Dec 25 Children’s Choir
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