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 As the St. John musicians and I gathered for rehearsal one evening this past summer, 
parishioner and choir member, Denis Duppong, shared with us an amazing story of his and his 
wife Jeanne’s niece, Michelle Duppong.  In 2014, Michelle was unexpectedly diagnosed with 
colon cancer while serving as the Director of Adult Faith Formation for the Diocese of Bismarck 
in North Dakota. Before that, she had served as a FOCUS missionary for six years. Michelle 
battled the disease with perseverance, strong faith, and love for God’s will, until December 25, 
2015, when she sadly passed away at the young age of 31.  

 Over the past several years, people have been sharing spontaneous and amazing stories 
of encountering Christ through Michelle’s witness, communications, and work.    On June 15, 
2022, Bishop David Kagan, Diocese of Bismarck, N.D., announced the opening of the 
investigation into Michelle’s life for the cause of canonization for sainthood, at the 
Commissioning Mass at FOCUS New Staff Training at the University of Mary.  

 Bishop Kagan explained that “Michele has not yet been declared a saint and she would 
shrink from even me saying this in public, but her life is a life of Christ-like goodness, 
compassion, and the firmest faith I have ever encountered in any person…Certainly in your 
private prayers, ask for her assistance, her intercession for you before the Throne of Grace. You 
will not be disappointed.” Two miracles attributed to her intercession would be needed to 
declare her a saint. 

 After the announcement, about a hundred cars with FOCUS missionaries from the 
University of Mary conference and other motivated faithful, traveled 60 miles to Michelle’s 
gravesite at St. Clement’s, in Haymarsh, North Dakota to pray the rosary and offer 
meditations.  Since then, several visitors continue to visit her gravesite to pray and leave 
petitions and flowers.  Numerous phone calls and interviews continue for the family, with 
articles already written in the “Dakota Catholic Action”, and the “Fargo Forum” newspapers. 

 Denis requests that you use the Diocese of Bismarck website for articles and official 
information on Michelle’s cause for canonization, and to “Please pray that the Lord’s will be 
done in this remarkable, historic, inspiring and humbling Catholic Faith experience.” 

Further Resources: 
Search for “Michelle Duppong” on the Diocese of Bismarck Website: 
https://bismarckdiocese.com/dca 

 

Video of Bishop Kagan’s announcement and local news coverage videos can be found on the 
Focus Website: https://www.focus.org/michelleduppong 

 

A documentary entitled Thirst for Souls: the Michelle Duppong Story is in the works, set for its 
worldwide premiere at SEEK23, FOCUS national conference, being held January 2-6, 2023 in St. 
Louis, Mo. 
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